in hospital settings (psychotherapy room), University of Dhaka (common room, classroom, seminar and library room) and in their home. Before responding the questionnaires, participants' informed consent was taken and the researchers assured that the data would be kept confidential and would be used only for research purpose. The psychometric questionnaires were administered individually with a brief introduction about the purpose of the study. Rapport was established with the participants who agreed to fill the questionnaires. Most of them instantly filled-up the questionnaires with much enthusiasm. Those who had time constrain, questionnaires were left behind with them to be filled at their own suitable time and latter collected by the researchers. The first questionnaire was given to collect participants' personal inform ation and the EPQ was the self-directed questionnaire. The participants answered the questions by circling the 'yes' or 'no' answer. For each positive item, score 1 indicated 'yes' and 0 for 'no'. Reverse scoring was used for the negative items. The sum of scores of all items was the total score of the scale for an individual. Then PARQ: Father and PARQ: M other scales were administered. The respondents were instructed to read the items of the scales attentively. They were asked to give tick (") mark in the appropriate box. The respondents were given 4 for Almost always true, 3 for Sometimes true, 2 for Rarely true and 1 for Almost never true in case of positive items. The reverse scoring was made in case of negative (reverse coded) items. The sum total of the scores o f both the scales provided the attitude score of a respondent. The participants were also requested not to omit any item in the questionnaire and told that there was no right or wrong answer. After finishing the job, they were given many thanks. To administer all the instruments approximate average time was required from forty to fifty minutes per individual respondent. All data were collected within nine months. After scoring, data were entered and analyzed by using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS).
Results:
After collecting the data from one hundred healthy normal adults, it was found that there is a correlation between parental rejection and personality. In this study, data were analyzed by Pearson product moment correlation. Follow ing tables (Table-I and Table-II) show the demographic information and the correlations between parental rejection and personality dimensions of EPQ. This result indicated that the age of most of the participants' (79%) ranged from 18-38 years. Among the total participants, 61% were female and 54% were married. A good number of participant's educational qualification was higher secondary (38%) to graduation (33%) and majority of them belonged to middle economic class (81 %). This result reveals that paternal rejection is positively correlated with psychoticism at the 0.05 level of significance. It also shows that paternal rejection negatively correlated with extraversion at the 0.05 level of significance. The result was found no significant correlation between paternal rejection and neuroticism. M aternal rejectio n is p o sitiv ely c o rrelated with psychoticism and neuroticism at the 0.01 level of significance. Though it was found that maternal rejection is negatively correlated with extraversion, the correlation is not significant.
Discussion:
The purpose of the present study was to investigate the relationship between parental rejection and personality. In this research among the different types of participants, it was found that there was a correlation between parental rejection and personality. Our present study indicated that most o f the participants were female (61%). It may be because o f the nature o f B angladeshi culture. In Bangladeshi culture, female are more rejected than male by their parents. However, our main finding revealed that parental (both paternal and maternal) rejection is positively correlated with psychoticism at higher significant level. That means parental rejection influenced the child to develop psychotic trait afterward. In Kuwait, similar findings were reported in the representative studies14"16.
Results o f these studies revealed significant positive correlations between children's perceptions of parental rejection and children's high levels of aggression, hostility, and violent behavior. In this line, researchers found that high hostile subjects perceived more rejection and less emotional warmth than low hostile subjects17. The results of an Egypt research revealed a positive correlation b etw een p e rc ep tio n s o f p aren tal reje ctio n and impulsivity18.
The result o f the present study was revealed that maternal rejection is positively correlated with neuroticism at higher significant level. Research on child development indicates that anger, loneliness, anxiety, and depression, which are the characteristics of neurotic people, are the typical results o f rejection19* O ur study rev ealed th at there was no significant correlation between paternal rejection and neuroticism. It may be due to characteristic feature of Bangladeshi culture. In Bangladesh, children are primarily attached with their mother. Mother supervises their all of activities. Most of the time, the role o f the father is only earning money for running the family. In this point o f view, children may not expect more from their father. Therefore, paternal rejection may not create significant difficulty to them. On the other hand, it was found that there is a significant positive correlation between paternal rejection and psychoticism. It may be because m ost o f the cases, people with p sy ch o ticism have b io lo g ic a l cau ses ra th e r then neuroticism. Therefore, for biological causes, person would be less able to cope with the negative experience like paternal rejection (where some of the participants gave less priority to paternal rejection). That could be the possible explanation of positive correlation between paternal rejection and psychoticism.
It was also found from this study that there is a negative correlation between parental (both paternal and maternal) rejection and extraversion. That means persons who were rejected by their parents were not extrovert. This may be because in the present study, 'extraversion' is used to reflect person's positive m ental state. E xtrovert is characterized by being outgoing, talkative, high on positive affect (feeling good). However, parental rejection is a negative experience. It m ight be that, negative experiences prevent them to be high on positive affect. Rather they might experience high levels of negative affect such as depression and anxiety20-Moreover, negative p arenting behaviors have been found to p red ic t psychopathy among both males and females 21. The experience of more parental rejection and lack of warmth have been found to be a predictor of conduct problems, antisocial and delinquent behavior 22*23.
This study is the first to explore the relationship between parental rejection and personality in Bangladeshi context. However, the present study has several limitations. The sample did not represent the population of the whole country. Sample size was small to get the exact picture. The participants were not balanced according to their age, sex, education, marital status and economic conditions. Illiterate people were excluded from the study. Parental Acceptance Rejection Questionnaire (PARQ) has bipolar dimensions. One is parental acceptance and other is parental rejection. According to the objective of this study, the researchers only assessed the relationship between parental rejection and personality dimensions. To have a proper understanding of a complicated phenomenon like personality, it would be better to assess the relationship between all the subscales of PARQ with each o f the personality dim ensions. In order to overcom e the limitations, further research need to be done including a greater number of representative samples. This would enable us to understand better about relationship between parental rejection and personality.
Conclusion:
From this finding, it can be concluded that there is a relationship between parental rejection and personality. It is assumed that parental rejection is not only related to personality but also may produce personality disorder and other psychological problems. Therefore, longitudinal data is needed to be used in future studies to examine the relationships between parental rejection and personality (A disorder or problem behaviors. However, the findings of our present study can help us to give a message to the parents for modifying their dealings with their child. It also helps us to develop an appropriate parenting style for Bangladeshi children. So that we could prevent maladjustment and behavioral problems of child and adults linked with their personality.
